
Department of Veterans Affairs VHA DIRECTIVE 97-037
Veterans Health Administration
Washington, DC  20420 July 25, 1997

UNDER SECRETARY FOR HEALTH’S SYSTEM STRATEGY STATEMENT

1.  PURPOSE:  This Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Directive adds an Under Secretary
for Health’s System Strategy Statement as a special sub-category of mandatory Directive Media
listed in paragraph 2a of VHA Directive 6330, to cover a series of broad policy statements
and/or guidelines which the Under Secretary for Health plans to issue within VHA.

2.  POLICY:  To streamline the Directive process, the format requirements of VHA Handbook
6330 will be modified and simplified.  This change will be incorporated into VHA 6330 at the
next revision.

a.  Such policy statements, guidelines, and other topics which the Under Secretary for Health
may identify will adhere to the prescribed format for Purpose, Policy, Responsible Office and
any necessary Action (as well as font, margins, headers and footers).  However, within these
headings, format will be completely flexible.  Once a pattern has been selected (e.g., bold versus
underlined subheads), it should be used consistently throughout the document.  The technical
formatting instructions of VHA Directive and Handbook 6330 are no longer applicable.

b.  The Under Secretary for Health will determine which offices need to concur and the time
each office will be given for their concurrence.  Concurrence will be assumed if the review time
has elapsed and an office has not responded.

c.  For electronic search purposes, Under Secretary for Health’s System Strategy Statements
will be located with Directives.

3.  ACTION:  These guidance actions will be recertified by the responsible office every 5 years.

4.  RESPONSIBLE OFFICE:  Chief, Forms, Directives and Records Management Division
(161A4).

5.  RESCISSION:  This VHA Directive will expire on July 25, 2002.
  

S/ by Thomas Garthwaite, M.D. for
Kenneth W. Kizer, M.D., M.P.H.
Under Secretary for Health
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